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Tickets on Sale Sept. 4 for the 2014 Big Beers, Belgians & Barleywines Festival 

The 14th annual event will debut new venues for the Commercial Tasting & Fireside Bar programs 
 

VAIL, Colo. – Aug. 12, 2013 – Every January, craft brewers from around the nation convene in Vail to 

share their liquid art at the Big Beers, Belgians & Barleywines Festival. Regarded as one of the most 

prestigious craft brew events in the nation, Big Beers is known for the impressive roster of craft beer 

industry celebrities it attracts each year. Last year, the event attracted nearly 1,200 folks and this 

year organizers expect a larger crowd since the ever-popular Commercial Tasting and Fireside Bar 

programs have been re-located to larger venues within the Vail Cascade Resort, nearly doubling 

ticket availability for the Commercial Tasting. Slated for Jan 9-11, 2014, Big Beers, Belgians & 

Barleywines tickets will go on sale online on Wed., Sept. 4 at 10am MST. Ticket prices will vary based 

on selected programs. The Vail Cascade Resort will also offer discounted room rates for that weekend 

starting at $219 for a standard lodge room with promotion code BigBeers2014.     

 
During the three-day program, Big Beers, Belgians & Barleywines features a variety of opportunities 

to rub elbows with avant-garde brewmasters, owners and enthusiasts including  a Welcome 

Reception,  Brewmasters’ Dinners, educational seminars, and the Big Beers Homebrew Competition. 

However, for the past 14 years, the highlight of the weekend has been the Commercial Tasting 

event, which showcases more than 250 craft beers, most poured by the owner or Brewmaster of the 

brewery themselves. The event, which was previously held on two floors of the Conference Center 

at the Vail Cascade is being relocated to Gore Range Hall to accommodate all of the brewers in one 

venue.  

 
Another event favorite is The Fireside Bar Program, which originated at the event’s 10th anniversary, 

when more than 20 breweries created a special beer to be released at the festival.  The beers were 

introduced at the Welcome Reception, and then poured in the Fireside Bar for purchase to benefit 

the Vail Valley Charitable Fund. The program was so popular that the brewers have continued to 

donate kegs to the Fireside Bar annually, and the demand for these beers has completely surpassed 

the capacity and service ability of the Fireside Bar. Hence, in 2014, this program will be held in the 

Cascade Lounge, which will provide additional seating, food options, and staffing for both beer and 

food service.  

http://www.vailcascade.com/
http://www.bigbeersfestival.com/
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=12343&Chain=5156&arrive=1/4/2014&depart=1/9/2014&adult=1&child=0&group=BigBeers2014


  

 

“Our 14th anniversary weekend marks significant changes in format and scheduling to allow for 

growth, both in participating breweries and attendance,” said Laura Lodge, event coordinator.  

“Guests can look forward to an additional seminar track and a new off-site Brewmaster’s Dinner as 

well as the expanded event venue.”  

 
For a complete listing of weekend events, featured brewmasters, seminars and presenters visit the 
event's website or sign up for the Facebook group page.  Updates, news and brewmaster 
confirmations will be communicated via these channels on a regular basis.  
 
The Big Beers Festival offers discounted lodging at several sponsoring Vail properties including the 

Vail Cascade Resort and discounted equipment rental at Charter Sports, located inside the Vail 

Cascade Resort. For more information, visit the website at www.BigBeersFestival.com. For more 

information about the Vail Cascade Resort and their craft beer program, visit www.vailcascade.com, 

and for more information about the Vail Valley Charitable Fund, please visit www.vvcf.org.  

 
About Big Beers, Belgians & Barleywines 
The Big Beers, Belgians & Barleywines Festival is a three day event featuring educational seminars, two 
Brewmasters dinners, a Commercial Tasting, a homebrew competition and other tastings and 
pairings.  Designed to welcome the beer connoisseur, the innovative homebrewer, or the novice curious 
about craft beer, participants will find events appropriate for all levels of interest.  The festival regularly 
draws breweries from around the world offering literally hundreds of choices.   The Big Beers, Belgians & 
Barleywines Festival actively supports the efforts of the Vail Valley Charitable Fund, a local organization that 
helps individuals who live and work in the Vail Valley that have critical financial need due to medical 
catastrophes, accidents or long-term illnesses.  For more information about the VVCF, visit 
www.vvcf.org.  Contact the Big Beers, Belgians and Barleywines Festival at www.bigbeersfestival.com. 

 
About Vail Cascade Resort  
Vail Cascade's ideal location and breathtaking mountain surroundings create the perfect natural playground 
for all-season adventure. With pleasantly warm summers and cool falls, you can enjoy hiking, biking, 
fishing, strolling through the Villages and soaking up sun poolside. Frosty winter and springtime 
temperatures transform the hotel into a snowy wonderland with true ski-in/ski-out access.  Just like the 
hotel itself, dining at Vail Cascade is truly an event to be savored. Atwater on Gore Creek, the hotel's 
signature dining venue overlooking Gore Creek, fuses modern style with the region's natural elements. 
Locally inspired and delightfully enjoyed, Atwater serves creative American cuisine in a stylish yet 
comfortable environment for an exceptional dining experience.  A world of wellness awaits you at Vail 
Cascade's 78,000-square-foot Aria Spa & Club - the largest spa and fitness facility in the Vail Valley. From 
the moment you arrive, you feel the inviting warmth and healthy energy of a true mountain retreat. 
Focusing on all-encompassing wellness, Aria Spa & Club brings mind, body and spirit into balance with 
pampering treatments, invigorating workouts and a focus on a healthy life.  Visit www.vailcascade.com and 
call 800.282.4183 for more information.  
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